Eschatology is the study of end times prophecy. | do not consider myself anywhere near an
expert on the subject.

From my study bible concerning the chapters of revelation: “They are available to anyone
who will read the book for its overall message and resist the temptation to become overly
enamored with the details."

The disciples asked Jesus what signs will appear before his second coming.
Matthew 24:4-8

Jesus answered: "Watch out that no one deceives you. For many will come in my name,
claiming, ‘l am the Messiah, and will deceive many. You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to
come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines
and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of birth pains.

But these things are only the beginning, not the end. There will be great persecution against
the church and deception like we have never seen before.

Matthew 24:9-14

9"Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by
all nations because of me. 10At that time many will turn away from the faith and will betray
and hate each other, 11and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people.
12Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, 13but the one
who stands firm to the end will be saved. 14And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

*The Beginning of the End*

1. The rapture of the church. Christ comes in the clouds to “snatch away” all those
who trust in Him. At this same time, the “dead in Christ” will be resurrected and
taken to heaven, too.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will
rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.



2. The rise of the Antichrist. After the church is taken out of the way a satanically
empowered man will gain worldwide control with promises of peace. After the rapture
the believers are gone and the Holy Spirit is diminishing on the earth.

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the

onhe who now holds it back will continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.

(Revelation 13:1; Daniel 9:27). He will be aided by another man, called the false
prophet, who heads up a religious system that requires worship of
the Antichrist (Revelation 19:20).

3. The tribulation. A period of seven years in which God’s judgment is poured out on
sinful humanity. The Antichrist’s rise to power is associated with this time period.
During the tribulation on earth, the Church will be in heaven.

Revelation 6-16

4. The Battle of Gog and Magog. In the first part of the tribulation, a great army from the
north, in alliance with several other countries from the Middle East and Africa, attacks
Israel and is defeated by God’s supernatural intervention (Ezekiel 38-39). (Some
commentators place this battle just before the start of the tribulation.)

5. The abomination of desolation. At the midway point of the seven-year tribulation, the
Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel and shows his true colors. The Jews are
scattered, and many of them turn to the Lord, realizing that Jesus is their Savior. A great
persecution breaks out against all those who believe in Christ

Mark 13 is referred to as the “Olivet Discourse”

Mark 13:14 "When you see ‘the abomination that causes desolation’ standing where it
does not belong—Ilet the reader understand—then let those who are in Judea flee to the
mountains.

6. The Battle of Armageddon. At the end of the tribulation, Jesus returns with the armies
of heaven. He saves Jerusalem from annihilation and defeats the armies of the nations
fighting under the banner of the Antichrist (Revelation 19:11-21). The Antichrist and the
false prophet are captured and thrown alive into the lake of fire (Revelation 19:20).
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Revelation 19:11-16

111 saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12His eyes are like
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no
one knows but he himself. 13He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is
the Word of God. 14The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses
and dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword
with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads
the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.

160n his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords.

7. The judgment of the nations. Christ will judge the survivors of the tribulation,
separating the righteous from the wicked as “sheep” and “goats” (Matthew 25:31-46).

8. The binding of Satan. Satan will be bound and held in a bottomless pit for the next
1,000 years (Revelation 20:1-3).

9. The Millennial Kingdom. Jesus Himself will rule the world, and Jerusalem will be the
capital. This will be a 1,000-year period of peace and prosperity on earth

Revelation 20:1-2

1And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and
holding in his hand a great chain. 2He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is
the devil, or Satan, and bound him for a thousand years.

10. The last battle. At the end of the 1,000 years, Satan will be released from his prison
for a short time. He will deceive the nations once again, and there will be a rebellion
against the Lord that will be quickly defeated. Satan will be cast into the lake of fire,
never to reappear.

Revelation 20:7-10

7When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8and will go
out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to
gather them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9They
marched across the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the
city he loves. But fire came down from heaven and devoured them. 10And the deuvil,
who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the
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false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.

11. The Great White Throne Judgment. All those in hell will be brought forth, and all the
wicked from all eras of history will be resurrected to stand before God in a final
judgment. The verdicts are read, and all of sinful humanity is cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 20:11-15

11Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the
heavens fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12And | saw the
dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another
book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what
they had done as recorded in the books. 13The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and
death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged
according to what they had done. 14Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of
fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15Anyone whose name was not found written
in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.

12. The new creation. God completely remakes the heavens and the earth. Itis at this
time that God wipes away all tears and there will be no more pain, death, or sorrow.
The New Jerusalem descends from heaven, and the children of God will enjoy eternity
with Him

Revelation 21:1-4

1Then | saw "a new heaven and a new earth," for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2| saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her
husband. 3And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Look! God’s dwelling place
is now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God
himself will be with them and be their God. 4‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has
passed away."
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