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Tﬁe SILENCE

Before tﬁe




INTRODUCTION: Have vyou ever prayed...and
Heaven seemed silent? Have you stood in a season
where God wasn’t saying %“yes,” “no,” or even
“wait”—He just wasn’t saying anything? Israel knew
that feeling well. Between Malachi  and
Matthew...400 years passed. No prophet. No angel.
No new Scripture. Just...silence. But silence does
not mean stillness. And absence does not mean
abandonment. When God seems quiet, He is often
doing His greatest work underground and behind
the scenes.
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400...The Silence Before The Savior,

Part 1...WHEN HEAVEN SEEMS SILENT.

o It's known as the 400 silent years
between the OT and the NT. It is called
the INTERTESTMENTAL PERIOD.

e There are 16-20 generations during a
400 year period.

e To put this in perspective, as of 2025,
the USA is 249 vyears old. Founded in
1776.
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400 is a significant Biblical number. God
told Abraham: "Your descendants will
be strangers...and they will be
enslaved and oppressed for 400
years.” Genesis 15:13 After 400 years,
God raised up Moses and delivers Israel
with miracles, signs, and power. Meaning:
400 is a number of bondage ending and
deliverance beginning.




When David was running for his life:
“"About 400 men gathered to him.” 1
Samuel 22:2 They were distressed, in
debt, and discouraged, but after joining
David, God transforms them into mighty
men. Meaning: 400 symbolizes a shift
from brokenness to strength, from
wandering to purpose.




When God allows a “400 season,”
He is preparing something large,
historic, and transformative.

God does some of His greatest work
in the times we think He’s silent.



'1.THE SILENCE WAS REAL.

. % -
.
.
. .
-
. .



Malachl 4:5-6 ESV w | w
> “Behold, I will send you E|I]ah the
prophet before the great and
awesome day of the LORD comes. 6
And he will turn the hearts of ,fathers
to their children and the hearts of
_children to their fathers, lest I come

and strike the land with a decree of
utter destruction.” | 5



Amos 8:11-12 ESV =~ -
11 “Behold, the days are
coming,” declares the Lord Gop,
“*when I will send a famlne on
the land—not a famine of bread,

- nor a thwsHePwateruFeP
hearlng the words of the LORD




12 They shall wander from sea
to sea, and from north to east;
they shall run to and fro, to
seek the word of the LorD, but
they shall not find it.” |

.
.
.
. .
-
. .



. No prophetic voice.
. No angelic visitation.
. No open vision.



From Malachi’s final prophecy—"I will send Elijah the
prophet”—to the cry of John the Baptist in Matthew
3...the silence stretched over four centuries.

The people wondered:

“Has God forgotten us?”

“Did God change His mind?”
“Are His promises still true?”
“"Will the Messiah ever come?”

Just like we wonder today when prayers seem
unanswered.



Illustration:

A teacher is silent during the test—not
because she is absent, but because the
students must learn to trust what they
have already been taught.

God wasn’t gone—He was preparing.



2. THE SILENCE WAS
STRATEGIC '

. % -
.
.
. .
-
. .



Galatlans 4:4 ESV

“But when the fuIIness of time
had come, God sent forth His
Son, born of woman,, born
under the Iaw | | |
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A God allgned the world
polltlcally |
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. Alexander the Great united vast
territories under Greek culture.

. Greek became the first near-universal
language.

. Rome later built roads that connected
continents. Pax Romana - Latin for
Roman Peace lasted for 200 years.
*For the first time ever, the Gospel
could travel globally.



Alexander
The
Great
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B. God aligned Israel spiritually.
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. Synagogues developed everywhere
Jews were scattered.

. Scripture reading became central to
worship.

. People began longing desperately
for the Messiah.



At the age of 30, JESUS announced the
beginning of His public ministry in
Nazareth, His hometown, at the local
synagogue, reading from the prophet
Isaiah about His mission to bring good
news and freedom.



C: God allgned prophecy
prophetlcally
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Every prophecy concerning timing,
lineage, birthplace, and world stage
was lining up like gears In a divine
clock. If Jesus had come 400 years
earlier, the world would not have been

ready.



llustration:

A farmer who plants seed sees nothing
for months. Silence. Dirt. Stillness. But
the seed is alive—even if it’'s invisible.

God, the Divine Farmer, was growing
something in the dark that the world
would soon see in the light.



3. THE SILENCE WAS BROKEN

BY A CRY
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Then one night, silence shattered.
Heaven split open. Angels filled the

sky. A baby cried. Luke 2:10-14
records Heaven exploding with praise.



Luke 2:10-14 ESV g -
10 And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.

11 FGFWW
day in the city of Davida -




Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
12 And thls will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddllng cloths
and lying in a manger " 13 And
| s b the

angel a multitude"of the -



Heavenly host  praising God
and saying, 14 “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth
peace among those W|th whom
He is pleasedl" '
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John 1 14 ESV g

“And the Word became flesh
and dwelt among us, ‘and we
have seen His glory, glory as of
the only Son from the Father,
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The Word that had been silent for 4
centuries became flesh (John 1:14).
God broke His silence not with
thunder...but with a baby’s breath!



Hebrews 1:1-2 ESV

1 “Long ago, at many t|mes and In
many ways, God spoke to our
fathers by the prophets, 2 but in
these last days He has spoken to
us by His Son, whom He appointed

‘the heir of all things, through
whom also He created the world e



God’s final and fullest Word is
JESUSIII



What Should We Do When God Is S|Ient'-’

‘.1. Stay faithful — S|Ience is not perm|SS|on to walk

away. Sy
2. Search Scripture — God S v0|ce IS preserved
there. '
3. Examine our hearts — Are we Ilstenlng or
~ resisting? | | |

4. Wait with hope — Silence always has an
expiration date. | |

“Those who Wa/t for the LORD Ell renew the/r

/4




ppllcatlon

.« When God seems S|Ient trust that He
- is working. b :

e When prayers seem unanswered

~ know that God is aligning. |

e When promlses seem delayed believe

‘ e

If the silence before Christ was etrategic,
so Is the silence in your life.



KEY TAKEAWAYS
e When God seems 5|Ient He is

preparing somethlng greater
- than you can |mag|ne |
e Waiting seasons are wombs,
"~ not tombs.
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