


● Today is Part 12 of The Apostles’
Creed.

*Turn to Ephesians 4.
Church is not to be an entertainment
center. It’s an equipping center. It’s to
be a gym. This is bench press, squat,
and deadlift! HFC is a missions
outpost. It’s not a consumer-minded
church.



I.WHAT IS THE APOSTLES’ 
CREED?



● The word, “Creed” means “I
Believe.”

● The Old Roman Creed, the Nicene
Creed, and the Apostles’ Creed.

● The Apostles’ Creed kept the early
church on track and free from
doctrinal error and formed them in
Christ. The Creed was their “truth
filter.” It was also known as “the
rule of faith.”



The Apostles’ Creed dates to the year 
390 AD. It is a revision of the Old 
Roman Creed written in 140 AD.

The Apostles’ Creed is the non-
negotiable doctrines and tenets of our 
Christian faith! They need to be taught 
and affirmed! Its purpose is to draw 
you closer to Christ!



Symmetry - Correct proportions.
Shapes us into Christ’s image.
Clarity - Doctrines & teachings of the
Word of God.
Community - We need others.
Counsel - Gives us a Biblical
worldview. Gives us our lens to view
the world through.
*The moon (Apostles’ Creed) get it’s
light from the sun (Word of God).



The Apostles’ Creed is 3-parts:
● The Father God.
● The Son, JESUS Christ.
● The Holy Spirit.



The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father
Almighty, the Creator of heaven
and earth, and in Jesus Christ,
His only Son, our Lord: Who
was conceived of the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was 
buried. He descended into hell. 
The third day He arose again 
from the dead. He ascended into 
heaven and sits at the right 
hand of God the Father 
Almighty,



whence He shall come to judge
the living and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the
holy catholic [universal] church,
the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and life
everlasting. Amen.



II. WHY TEACH THE APOSTLES’ 
CREED?



1 Timothy 4:1 ESV
“Now the Spirit expressly 
says that in later times some 
will depart from the faith by 
devoting themselves to 
deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons.”



We’re living in an age of deception.
What’s very interesting is that every
time the Bible talks about the coming
of the Lord, it is paralleled with a
conversation about deception. At the
time of JESUS’ return, deception will
be at an all-time, high world-wide.



Hosea 4:6 ESV
“My people are destroyed for
lack of knowledge…”



Psalm 11:3 ESV
“If the foundations are 
destroyed, what can the 
righteous do?”



III. I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY 
CATHOLIC [UNIVERSAL] 
CHURCH.



1.I BELIEVE IN THE CHURCH.



1 Corinthians 12:11-13 ESV
One Body with Many Members
11 “All these are empowered by one
and the same Spirit, who apportions
to each one individually as He wills.
12 For just as the body is one and
has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it is with Christ.



13 For in one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit.”



Ephesians 4:4-6 ESV
4 “There is one body and one
Spirit—just as you were called to
the one hope that belongs to your
call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, 6 one God and Father of
all, who is over all and through
all and in all.”



I BELIEVE!
● This is not a statement of personal 

opinion, but a declaration of faith.

● In an age of skepticism and spiritual 
independence, saying "I believe in the 
Church" is countercultural.

● Application: Trust in God's plan for the 
Church — even when it's imperfect.



 Application:

● Believe in the Church: These passages affirm why we 
can truly believe in the holy catholic Church — it is 
Spirit-empowered, Christ-centered, and God-
ordained.

● Live in Unity: Denominational, racial, and cultural 
barriers must not divide the Body.

● Use Your Gifts: Each member is valuable — called and 
empowered by the Spirit.

● Stay Grounded in the Essentials: One Lord, one 
faith, one baptism — that’s our unshakable foundation.



A Declaration of Unity Across Time and Space.

Prophetic Insight: This line proclaims the 
spiritual unity of all true believers in Christ — 
past, present, and future — regardless of 
denomination, geography, ethnicity, or language.

 Prophetic Message: In a fragmented church 
world, this is a call to reconciliation, to recognize 
the true Church as one body, united by the Spirit, 
not by structures or labels.



2. THE HOLY CHURCH - A 
PEOPLE SET APART.



Ephesians 5:25-27 ESV
25 “Husbands, love your wives, as Christ 
loved the church and gave Himself up for 
her, 26 that He might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, 27 so that He might 
present the church to Himself in 
splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and 
without blemish.”



● Holiness doesn’t mean flawlessness — it 
means being set apart for God’s 
purposes.

● Christ is sanctifying His Church (Eph. 
5:25–27).

● Application: Live as someone who 
belongs to a holy people, not just an 
institution.



Prophetic Insight: Despite human failures, 
scandals, or sin within institutions, Christ is still 
purifying His Bride (Eph. 5:25-27). The 
Creed calls us to see the Church as God sees 
it — holy through Christ.

 Prophetic Challenge: Don't define the 
Church by its flaws — speak, pray, and live as 
those who believe in the Church's destiny of 
holiness and glory.



3. THE CATHOLIC CHURCH - A 
UNIVERSAL BODY.



John 17:21 ESV
“That they may all be one, just 
as you, Father, are in Me, and 
I in You, that they also may be 
in Us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent 
Me.”



● “Catholic” means universal, not Roman 
Catholic. The word "catholic" is derived 
from the Greek word katholikos, 
meaning "universal" or "general".

● Early Christians used "Catholic" to 
describe the universal nature of their 
religion, which was found throughout the 
Roman Empire.



● The Church transcends culture, race, 
denomination, and geography.

● John 17:21 – Jesus prayed for unity 
among all believers.

● Application: Embrace and celebrate the 
Global Church, not just your local or 
denominational circle.



4. A CALL TO ACTION - BELONG, 
BUILD, AND BELIEVE.



Matthew 16:16-18 ESV
16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but My 
Father who is in Heaven. 18 And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build My Church, and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it.”



If you believe in the Church, then:

● Belong – Don’t isolate. Be planted in the 
community of faith.

● Build – Use your gifts and talents to edify 
the body. Serve in your local church.

● Believe – Trust that Jesus is still building 
His Church (Matt. 16:18).



 Prophetic Application:

"If you believe in the holy catholic 
Church, then you cannot live as a 
disconnected Christian. You are called to 
walk with, serve, and love the Body — 
even when it’s messy."

*TALK ABOUT CANCEL CULTURE.



Heavenly Father,
We thank You for the gift of Your Church—
One Body, holy and set apart, gathered
from every tribe, tongue, and nation. We
confess that at times we have doubted,
criticized, or neglected Your Bride, But
today, we choose to believe — not in a
perfect institution,



But in Your perfect plan to work through
imperfect people. Lord Jesus, You are the
Head of the Church, and we are Your body.
Sanctify us, unite us, and empower us by
Your Spirit. Heal our divisions, revive our
hearts, And make us one, as You and the
Father are one. Holy Spirit, Stir within us a
deeper love for Your people, A greater
passion for Your mission, And a steadfast



hope in Your promise—That the gates of
hell shall not prevail against Your Church.
We leave this place today believing in the
Church—Not because she is without fault,
But because she is Yours. In the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit, Amen.




