


3-Part Series Theme - Moving Forward 
By Faith!

God is opening doors of salvation, healing,
ministry, restoration, and purpose. Many
believers aren't standing before closed
doors—they're standing frozen before open
ones. Jesus doesn't simply open doors; He
gives us the grace to walk through them.



Revelation 3:7-13 NKJV
7 “And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write, ‘These things says
He who is holy, He who is true, “He
who has the key of David, He who
opens and no one shuts, and shuts
and no one opens”: 8 “I know your
works. See, I have set before you an



open door, and no one can shut it; for
you have a little strength, have kept
My word, and have not denied My
name. 9 Indeed I will make those of
the synagogue of Satan, who say they
are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed
I will make them come and worship
before your feet, and to know that I



have loved you. 10 Because you have
kept My command to persevere, I also
will keep you from the hour of trial
which shall come upon the whole
world, to test those who dwell on the
earth. 11 Behold, I am coming quickly!
Hold fast what you have, that no one
may take your crown.



12 He who overcomes, I will make him
a pillar in the temple of My God, and
he shall go out no more. I will write
on him the name of My God and the
name of the city of My God, the New
Jerusalem, which comes down out of
heaven from My God. And I will write
on him My new name.



13 “He who has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says to the
churches.”’



The greatest tragedy isn't a
closed door—it is standing frozen
in front of an open one.





Story - Dusty Welty, Elder at HFC.
Parkinson’s symptom called Freezing of Gait
(FOG).



I couldn't help but think how many
Christians live this way spiritually. Not
because Jesus closed the door. Not because
God said "No." But because fear, shame,
disappointment, or uncertainty has left
them standing at the threshold. I believe
the Holy Spirit is saying to many believers
today: "Don't freeze at the door!"



The Church at Philadelphia Philadelphia
was a faithful church. They weren't the
biggest. They weren't the strongest. Jesus
even says, "You have little strength." Yet
they were faithful. Jesus doesn't rebuke
them. Instead, He gives them a promise. "I
have set before you an open door."



1.JESUS IS THE KEEPER OF 
EVERY DOOR.



Revelation 3:7 NKJV
7 “And to the angel of the church
in Philadelphia write, ‘These
things says He who is holy, He
who is true, “He who has the key
of David, He who opens and no
one shuts, and shuts and no one
opens.”



Before JESUS talks about doors...He
reminds us Who He is. He is Holy. He is
True. He is the One holding the keys. JESUS
is the keeper of every door!



Isaiah 22:22 NKJV
22 “The key of the house of
David I will lay on his shoulder;
So he shall open, and no one
shall shut; And he shall shut,
and no one shall open.”



The key represents authority. Only Jesus
determines:

● Opportunities
● Ministry
● Salvation
● Your future

Illustration: If you've ever stayed in a hotel, the
key card determines what doors you can enter. The
room doesn't decide. The hallway doesn't decide.
The key does.



Application:

Quit trying to force open doors JESUS has
closed. Quit worrying about people shutting
doors JESUS has opened.

If you're having to kick the door down,
it probably isn't God's door. And if
JESUS opened the door, you don't have
to spend your life guarding it.



Quit trying to force open doors Jesus has closed.

● A relationship. You keep chasing someone who has repeatedly made it clear
they don't want a relationship. God may have closed that door to protect you
from settling for less than His best.

● A job. You don't get hired after multiple interviews. Months later, you
discover the company had layoffs or unethical practices. What felt like
rejection was actually protection.

● A ministry position. You desperately want to preach at a certain church or
receive a title. Instead of waiting on God's timing, you manipulate
relationships or campaign for influence.

● A business deal. You keep trying to revive a contract that continually falls
apart. Sometimes repeated closed doors are God's way of redirecting you to
something better.

● Living in the past. You keep trying to reopen a season God has already
ended—a former church, an old friendship, a previous career, or yesterday's
successes. God doesn't call us to live in yesterday's chapter.



Quit worrying about people shutting doors Jesus has opened.

● Your calling. Someone criticizes your gift or tells you you're not
qualified. If Jesus opened the door, human opinion cannot close
it.

● A promotion. A supervisor overlooks you or a coworker tries to
block your advancement. If God has ordained the opportunity, no
amount of politics can stop His purpose.

● Sharing your faith. Fear says, "What if they reject me?" But if
God has prepared someone's heart, He has already opened the
door for the gospel.

● Provision. One customer leaves. One donor quits giving. One
opportunity disappears. We panic because we think people are
our source. God reminds us that He is the One who opens doors.



2. AN OPEN DOOR STILL 
REQUIRES FAITH.



Revelation 3:8 NKJV
8 “I know your works. See, I
have set before you an open
door, and no one can shut it;
for you have a little strength,
have kept My word, and have
not denied My name.”



Notice...Jesus opened it. The Church at
Philadelphia still had to walk through it.

Many Christians pray, "Lord, open a door."
Sometimes Jesus answers, "I already
have." Walk by faith through it!



Hebrews 11:6 NKJV
6 “But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for
he who comes to God must
believe that He is, and that He
is a rewarder of those who
diligently seek Him.”



Without faith it is impossible to please God.
Faith isn't knowing every detail. Faith is
trusting the One who does.



Romans 14:23 NKJV
23 “But he who doubts is
condemned if he eats, because
he does not eat from faith; for
whatever is not from faith is
sin.”



Everything that is not from faith is sin. Faith
pleases God. Fear, unbelief, guilt & shame
keeps us standing still at the threshold.



Illustration:

A doorway has no value if no one walks
through it. A plane ticket doesn't take you
anywhere until you board the plane. A
bridge doesn't help you get to the other
side until you cross it. Jesus opens doors.
Faith walks through them.



3. WHY DO WE FREEZE AT THE 
DOOR?



Not every person freezes for the same
reason. Some stand still because of fear.
Others because of guilt & shame. Others
because they're waiting for certainty.
Others because they've become
comfortable.



4 Reasons We Freeze at the Door:

1.Fear - "What if I fail?"
2.Shame - "What if people remember my 

past?"
3.Comfort - "I've never done it this way."
4.Disappointment - "I've trusted 

before."



Old Testament Illustration: Numbers 13-
14

Israel had experienced The Passover. The Red
Sea. Manna. Water from the rock. Cloud by
day. Fire by night. Yet they froze. Why?
Giants. Notice something. God called it "The
land I am giving you." They called it "The land
we cannot take." The problem wasn't giants.
The problem was unbelief.



They had left Egypt physically, but
Egypt had not left them mentally!

Fear kept them standing at the border. One
decision cost an entire generation their
inheritance.



4. FAITH MOVES FORWARD.



Exodus 14:15 NKJV
15 “And the LORD said to Moses,
“Why do you cry to Me? Tell the
children of Israel to go
forward.”



Philippians 3:13-14 NKJV
13 “Brethren, I do not count myself to
have apprehended; but one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are
behind and reaching forward to those
things which are ahead, 14 I press
toward the goal for the prize of the
upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”



Paul had every reason to freeze. He had
imprisoned Christians. He approved
Stephen's execution. He destroyed
churches. Yet he never let his past become
greater than God's grace. Paul never denied
his past. He simply refused to live there.
God’s grace was greater than his guilt!



1 Corinthians 15:10 NKJV
10 “But by the grace of God I am
what I am, and His grace
toward me was not in vain; but
I labored more abundantly than
they all, yet not I, but the grace
of God which was with me.”



Illustration:

The windshield is much larger than the
rearview mirror. You glance backward. You
drive forward. Too many Christians are
trying to drive into tomorrow while staring
at yesterday.

Your past may explain you, but it 
doesn't have to imprison you!



5. THE HOLY SPIRIT GIVES US A 
GENTLE NUDGE.



Isaiah 30:21 NKJV
21 “Your ears shall hear a word
behind you, saying, “This is the
way, walk in it,” Whenever you
turn to the right hand or
whenever you turn to the left.”



The Holy Spirit whispers, “Forgive. Trust.
Serve. Give. Witness. Lead. Obey.” He
doesn't force us. He invites us.

Joshua and Caleb - They didn't condemn
Israel. They urged them. "The Lord is with
us." "Do not fear." Sometimes God sends
people into our lives to give us one gentle
nudge toward obedience.



What door has Jesus already opened
that you've been afraid to enter?



Some of you are standing where Israel
stood—looking at giants. Some are
standing where Paul stood—looking at
yesterday. But Jesus is standing where
Philadelphia stood, saying, 'I have set
before you an open door.' Don't freeze at
the door. Take the step. Leave the past.
Walk into everything Christ has prepared
for you.



Heavenly Father, Thank You for being the
One who opens doors that no one can shut.
Forgive us for the times we've allowed fear,
doubt, or our past to keep us standing at
the threshold of what You have for us.
Today, we choose faith over fear. Give us
courage to trust You, strength to obey You,
and ears to hear the gentle leading of Your
Holy Spirit.



Help us take the next step, knowing that
You have already gone before us. For
anyone who needs salvation, healing,
restoration, or a fresh beginning, may today
be the day they walk through the door You
have opened. Lord, let Harvest Fellowship
be a church that never freezes when You
call, but moves forward in faith for Your
glory. In JESUS' Name, Amen!




