
The In-Between 
Is Not The End!

John 16:16-22
John 20:1-20



I.WE ARE ALL LIVING IN THE 
IN-BETWEEN.



The disciples didn’t understand what
Jesus meant. A little while? No more?
See you again? They were about to
enter the “in-between”:

● The space between the cross and
the resurrection.

● Between loss and hope.
● Between what was and what will be.



From the beginning of time, the
work of God has been turning grief
into rejoicing! Grief is the soil that
resurrection grows in! Joy rises in
the same soil where grief was
planted.



A seed in the ground looks dead. But
something is happening beneath the
surface—transformation, growth,
life. The soil isn’t the end. It’s the in-
between.



We all know what the in-between feels
like:

● The unanswered prayer.
● The grief that lingers.
● The diagnosis that interrupts.
● The silence from Heaven.

But here's the good news of Easter:

The in-between is not the end!



The in-between is often
marked by silence, waiting,
fear, and unanswered
questions—but it’s not a void.
It’s a transition.



Genesis 3:15 ESV
“I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between
your offspring and her
offspring; He shall bruise your
head, and you shall bruise His
heel.”



II. THE IN-BETWEEN IS REAL 
(JOHN 16:16-22).



John 16:16-22 ESV
16 “A little while, and you will see
Me no longer; and again a little
while, and you will see Me.” 17 So
some of His disciples said to one
another, “What is this that He says
to us, ‘A little while, and you will
not see Me, and again a little



while, and you will see Me’; and,
‘because I am going to the Father’?”
18 So they were saying, “What does
He mean by ‘a little while’? We do
not know what He is talking about.”
19 Jesus knew that they wanted to
ask Him, so He said to them, “Is this
what you are asking



yourselves, what I meant by saying,
‘A little while and you will not see
Me, and again a little while and you
will see Me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to
you, you will weep and lament, but
the world will rejoice. You will be
sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn
into joy. 21 When a woman is



giving birth, she has sorrow because
her hour has come, but when she has
delivered the baby, she no longer
remembers the anguish, for joy that
a human being has been born into
the world. 22 So also you have
sorrow now, but I will see you again,
and your hearts will rejoice,



and no one will take your joy
from you.”



John 16:33 ESV
“I have said these things to
you, that in Me you may have
peace. In the world you will
have tribulation. But take
heart; I have overcome the
world.” JESUS



Anchor verse in life.



III. THE IN-BETWEEN IS 
WHERE GOD MOVES (JOHN 
20:1-18).



John 20:1-18 ESV
20 Now on the first day of the week
Mary Magdalene came to the tomb
early, while it was still dark, and saw
that the stone had been taken away
from the tomb. 2 So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other
disciple, the one whom Jesus



loved, and said to them, “They have
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and
we do not know where they have laid
Him.” 3 So Peter went out with the
other disciple, and they were going
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them
were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and



reached the tomb first. 5 And
stooping to look in, he saw the linen
cloths lying there, but he did not go
in. 6 Then Simon Peter came,
following him, and went into the
tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying
there, 7 and the face cloth, which
had been on Jesus' head,



not lying with the linen cloths but
folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then
the other disciple, who had reached
the tomb first, also went in, and he
saw and believed; 9 for as yet they
did not understand the Scripture,
that He must rise from the dead. 10
Then the disciples went back



to their homes. 11 But Mary stood
weeping outside the tomb, and as
she wept she stooped to look into
the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels
in white, sitting where the body of
Jesus had lain, one at the head and
one at the feet. 13 They said to her,
“Woman, why are you



weeping?” She said to them, “They
have taken away my Lord, and I do
not know where they have laid Him.”
14 Having said this, she turned
around and saw Jesus standing, but
she did not know that it was Jesus.
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why
are you weeping?



Whom are you seeking?” Supposing
Him to be the gardener, she said to
Him, “Sir, if you have carried Him
away, tell me where you have laid
Him, and I will take Him away.” 16
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned
and said to Him in Aramaic,
“Rabboni!”



(which means Teacher). 17 Jesus
said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I
have not yet ascended to the Father;
but go to My brothers and say to
them, ‘I am ascending to My Father
and your Father, to My God and your
God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples,



“I have seen the Lord”—and
that He had said these things
to her.



What Mary doesn’t know is that
while she was grieving, God was
already moving. The stone was
already rolled away. Resurrection
life had already broken into the
darkness. She just hadn’t seen it yet.



And then—Jesus speaks her name. In
one word, “Mary,” everything
changes. Her grief turns to joy. The
darkness lifts. God had been at work
all along.



Sometimes we think resurrection
happens with thunder and lightning,
but often it comes like the sun rising
slowly in a quiet garden—and joy
begins to bloom where there was only
weeping.



IV. THE IN-BETWEEN IS NOT 
THE END (JOHN 20:19-20).



John 20:19-20 ESV
19 “On the evening of that
day, the first day of the week,
the doors being locked where
the disciples were for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and



said to them, “Peace be with
you.” 20 When He had said
this, He showed them His
hands and His side. Then the
disciples were glad when they
saw the Lord.”



Don't mistake delay for denial!

Don’t mistake silence for absence!

Don’t mistake the in-between for
the end!

DON’T COMPLETE GOD’S SENTENCES!



What grief are you holding today?

● Loss, confusion, waiting, brokenness?

Easter isn’t just a historical event—it’s a 
current reality.
God is still doing what He’s always 
done: Turning graves into gardens. 
Sorrow into songs. Ashes into beauty.



John 11:25 ESV
“I am the resurrection and the
life. Whoever believes in Me,
though he die, yet shall he
live.” JESUS



KINTSUGI



(Japanese Art of Repair)

In Japan, there’s a practice
called Kintsugi—when pottery
breaks, it’s repaired with gold.



● The cracks are highlighted, not
hidden.

● The broken part becomes the most
beautiful part.

● The break is part of the story.

That’s what God does with us. He
takes our brokenness, our grief, our
in-between moments— And He fills
them with His glory!



Song - Taya.

Lord, thank You that the in-between is
not the end. When we are weeping,
You are working. When we can’t see
You, You’re still near. Resurrect our
hope today. Call us by name. Remind
us that joy is coming. Because You
live, our story isn’t finished.



Final Declaration:

-The tomb is empty!
-JESUS is alive!
-My in-between is not the end!



The In-Between 
Is Not The End!

John 16:16-22
John 20:1-20


