


Hebrews 6:12 ESV
“So that you may not be
sluggish, but imitators of those
who through faith and
patience inherit the promises.”



Introduction: Waiting is a Weapon

In this microwave culture, we hate the word wait. Our
flesh resists delay. But in the Kingdom of God,
waiting is not wasted time—it is preparation
time. God does not forget what He promises. But He’s
more concerned with what He’s producing in us while
we wait. Hebrews 6:12 reminds us: we inherit the
promises not just by faith, but by faith and patience.
Faith opens the door, but patience keeps us in 
the room. God is not slow—He’s strategic.



They waited well - Abraham waited 25 years for
Isaac to be born after the promise. Joseph waited
13 years for the promise to come to pass. Moses
waited 40 years in the wilderness before leading
Israel. Then waited 40 more years in the
wilderness with the people of Israel. Job waited
through suffering. David waited 15 years before
the promise of becoming King of Judah came to
pass. 22 years to become the King of Israel.
Hannah waited and prayed for a child.



Luke 2:25-35 ESV (Simeon’s Wait)
25 “Now there was a man in
Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon,
and this man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon
him. 26 And it had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would



not see death before he had seen the 
Lord's Christ. 27 And he came in the 
Spirit into the temple, and when the 
parents brought in the child Jesus, to 
do for Him according to the custom 
of the Law, 28 he took Him up in his 
arms and blessed God and said, 29 
“Lord, now you are letting your



servant depart in peace, according to 
your word; 30 for my eyes have seen 
your salvation 31 that you have 
prepared in the presence of all 
peoples, 32 a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel.” 33 And His father and 
His mother marveled at what was 
said about Him.



34 And Simeon blessed them and
said to Mary His mother, “Behold,
this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for
a sign that is opposed 35 (and a
sword will pierce through your own
soul also), so that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed.”



Prayer:

Lord, help me to wait like Simeon—
patiently, faithfully, and with eyes fixed on
Your promises. Even when I don’t see how
or when You will move, give me a heart
that trusts You completely. Let my waiting
be an act of worship, not worry. And when
Your promise comes, let me recognize it
with joy. Amen.



In a culture obsessed with speed and instant results,
waiting often feels like weakness—or worse, wasted
time. But for Simeon, waiting was an act of deep trust
and worship.

● He didn’t try to force the timing of God's plan.

● He didn’t become cynical or disengaged.

● He stayed present in the temple, in prayer, and in
devotion. He was faithful in the wait.



The name Simeon means, “to hear.” To
hear God well, you must learn to wait well.

*Switch to waiter slide.

The #1 quality of a good waiter or waitress
is ACTIVE LISTENING.





How to Wait Well – T.I.P.S. from 
a Waiter.

1.Love the Timing of God.



Ecclesiastes 3:11 NIV
“He has made everything
beautiful in its time. He has
also set eternity in the human
heart; yet no one can fathom
what God has done from
beginning to end.”



 1. God’s Timing Is Perfect, Because He 
Sees What We Cannot.

We live bound by time — minutes, hours, 
deadlines, due dates. But God exists outside of 
time, and He orchestrates His will according to the 
full view of eternity. From our perspective, God 
may seem late — but that’s only because we don’t 
see what He’s protecting us from, or what He’s 
aligning on the other side of the promise. (Isaiah 
55:8-9)



 2. He’s Not Early, Because Preparation 
Must Precede Manifestation.

If God gave you the promise too soon, it might 
crush you instead of bless you. Like a child 
receiving the keys to a car before they’re 
trained, early access without maturity is 
dangerous. (Galatians 4:1-2)

 God will wait until you’re ready — not 
until you're impatient.



3. He’s Always Right On Time — His
Time.

God’s time is kairos — not just
chronological (chronos), but the appointed
moment. That moment when all things
come into alignment. Not too soon. Not too
late. Right on time!



Application:

You might be going through chronos
time—the day-to-day grind—but God may
surprise you with a kairos moment: a
conversation, an opportunity, a conviction,
a calling. Are you attentive enough to
recognize when a kairos moment
appears?



 Illustration: Lazarus — John 11

When Jesus heard Lazarus was sick, He waited two extra 
days before going to him. By the time Jesus arrived, 
Lazarus was dead. Mary and Martha said, “Lord, if You had 
been here, our brother would not have died.” They were 
saying, “You’re late.” But Jesus wasn’t late. He was on 
time for a resurrection, not a healing. If He had come 
earlier, they would have seen a sick man healed — but 
because He came on His schedule, they saw a dead man 
raised.

 “God isn’t late — He’s just writing a greater 
testimony.”



How to Wait Well – T.I.P.S. from 
a Waiter.

2. Invest your time and effort 
pursuing the character of God.



James 1:2-4 NKJV Profiting from
Trials
2 “My brethren, count it all joy when
you fall into various trials, 3 knowing
that the testing of your faith
produces patience. 4 But let patience
have its perfect work, that you may
be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing.”



Illustration: Joseph in Prison

Joseph had a dream at 17, but he didn’t enter the 
palace until he was 30. Why? God had to work in 
him before He could work through him. Every day 
in prison, Joseph was investing—serving, 
interpreting dreams, trusting God. His character 
grew to match the weight of the calling.

 “The dream God gave you might be big—
but is your character big enough to carry it?”



The delay wasn’t a denial—it was 
protection.

God’s timing is like that. Sometimes He 
delays to protect us, prepare us, or align us 
with the right people, place, and purpose.

 “If God gave it to you too soon, you 
might worship the promise instead of 
the Promiser.”



What Patience Is:

● Active trust in God’s timing.
● Surrender to His refining process.
● A decision to let the hard things shape,

not break you.

Are you trying to escape a process God
wants to use to grow you?



How to Wait Well – T.I.P.S. from 
a Waiter.

3. Position yourself for the 
answer to come.



Colossians 3:12 NIV
“Therefore, as God’s chosen 
people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and 
patience.”



Illustration: A Pregnant Woman

A pregnant woman doesn't wait passively—she positions 
her life around the coming child. She changes her diet, 
plans the nursery, goes to doctor’s appointments. Why? 
Because she believes something is coming. You don’t 
prepare for what you don’t believe. If you’re praying 
for rain—bring an umbrella. If you’re asking for 
increase—get your budget ready. If you're asking for 
marriage—heal from your past now.

 “Faith isn’t just believing for it—it’s getting 
ready for it.”



 Call to Trust:

Encourage the congregation:

“You’re not being punished in the wait — you’re 
being positioned. Don’t rush the process. You’ll 
miss the miracle. Wait on the Lord — He’s 
never late, never early — always right on time.”



How to Wait Well – T.I.P.S. from 
a Waiter.

4. Be spiritually in-tune with 
what God’s Word says.



James 5:11 NIV
“As you know, we count as 
blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of 
Job’s perseverance and have seen 
what the Lord finally brought 
about. The Lord is full of 
compassion and mercy.”



Like Job, stay spiritually in tune. (Job 
13:15) Waiting seasons can be dangerous 
if we disconnect from the Word and drift 
into worldly mindsets. Discern what is from 
God and what is a distraction. Not every 
delay is demonic—some are divine.



Illustration: Tuning an Instrument

A piano that isn’t tuned can’t produce the right 
sound—no matter how skilled the player is. In the 
same way, if we aren’t tuned to God’s Word, even 
good opportunities can sound off-key.

Culture will offer quick fixes, shortcuts, and 
compromise—but God’s Word anchors you in truth.

 “Don’t tune your spirit to social media—tune 
it to Scripture.”



*Once your wait is over, don’t 
forget to tell the Lord, Thank 
You!



Illustration: The 10 Lepers (Luke 17:11–19)

10 lepers were healed, but only one came back to 
say thank you. Don’t let answered prayer become 
normal to you. Gratitude seals the blessing and 
honors the Giver. Don’t walk into your promise 
and forget the One who brought you there. 
Gratitude honors the Giver and positions you for 
even more. 

 “If you can remember to ask—remember 
to thank.”



2 Peter 3:9 AMPC
“The Lord does not delay and is not 
tardy or slow about what He 
promises, according to some people’s 
conception of slowness, but He is 
long-suffering (extraordinarily 
patient) toward you, not desiring 
that any should perish, but that all 
should turn to repentance.”



God is waiting too. He's waiting 
for our readiness, for our 
obedience, and for the fullness 
of time.

*Salvation Prayer.



Prophetic Word for Waiting Saints:

You think I’ve forgotten you, but I’ve been
aligning people, places, and provision while
shaping your character. I am the God of
appointed moments, and your appointed time is
closer than you think. Don’t settle for an early
blessing when I’ve promised you a full harvest.
I am not working according to your deadline. I
am working according to your destiny. And
destiny takes time.




