Growing in Faith and Love
2 Peter 1:5-9




EXAMPLE: 1 Corinthians 1:3 Grace and peace to you from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace you have been saved through faith,
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest
anyone should boast.

Ephesians 1:7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace




Question: Who Needs Peace?

» According to Christian theology, a person cannot have true
peace without grace because grace is the foundation for
receiving that peace from God. Without God's grace, which is
unmerited favor, attempts to find peace through self-effort or
adherence to laws will lead to guilt and anxiety instead of

lasting peace.



» Grace is the prerequisite for peace: Christian teachings
emphasize that peace is a byproduct of receiving God's grace,
not a state achieved through human effort. The apostle Paul's
greetings of "grace and peace” in his letters are seen as a
reflection of this order: grace from God makes peace possible.

» Peace is found in a relationship with God: The peace that Christ
offers is distinct from the peace that can be maintained by
worldly power or control. True, lasting peace is described as a

result of a relationship with God, which is initiated through faith

and grace.




» Attempting to achieve peace through works is futile: Trying to
earn peace by following a set of rules or "works” will ultimately
fail, as no one can be perfectly obedient to such a standard. This
approach leads to a cycle of guilt and shame rather than peace.

» Peace is not dependent on circumstances: God's peace is
presented as a deep sense of calm that can exist even in the
midst of life's storms, as it is rooted in His unchanging character

rather than external conditions.



We are Saved by grace through FAITH!

» Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and
that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

» Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen.

» Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for
he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

» Background on Faith leads us to the message for today



» Peter was one of Jesus's twelve apostles and a key leader in the

Who is Peter?

early Christian Church. Originally a fisherman named Simon, he
was given the name Peter (or Cephas, meaning “rock™) by Jesus.
He was known for his strong faith and leadership, but also for his
impulsive nature, which led to him denying Jesus three times
before the crucifixion. After Jesus's resurrection, Peter became
instrumental in the early church’s growth, preaching at Pentecost
and bringing the gospel to both Jews and Gentiles




Fruitful Growth in God
2 Peter 1:1-9

» Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who
through the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have
received a faith as precious as ours: Grace and peace be yours in
abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

» His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life
through our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and
goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused

by evil desires.



2 Peter 1:5-9

» 5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; 7 and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual
affection, love. 8 For if you possess these qualities in increasing
measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not
have them is nearsighted and blind, forgetting that they have been
cleansed from their past sins.




2 Peter 1:5-9

» Verse 5: Make Every Effort!
» Its’ Going to take effort!
» Salvation is a gift. GROWTH requires effort.

» Growth is a choice.



The seven virtues to add: THESE TAKE EFFORT

» Goodness (or moral excellence): Moral excellence and high ethical standards.
» Knowledge: A deeper understanding of God's truth and will.

» Self-control: Moderation in worldly things and restraint from sinful desires.

» Perseverance (or patience): The ability to endure difficulties and suffering with hope.
» Godliness: Holy affections and dispositions toward God.
» Mutual affection: Tender affection for fellow Christians.

Love: The highest virtue, which holds all the others together.



Goodness or Moral Excellence

» Psalm 34:8 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good; Blessed is the
man who trusts in Him!




Knowledge: A deeper understanding of God's truth
and will.

» John 17:3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

» Colossians 1:9-10 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we
have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you
with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding

that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord

and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing
in the knowledge of God




Self-control: Moderation in worldly things and
restraint from sinful desires.

» Titus 2:11-12 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all
people. 12 It teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly passions, and
to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age



Perseverance (or patience): The ability to endure
difficulties and suffering with hope.

» James 1:12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having
stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has
promised to those who love him.



Godliness: Holy affections and dispositions toward
God.

» Ephesians 3:19 to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.

» 1 Timothy 6:5-6 and constant friction between people of corrupt mind, who
have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to
financial gain.6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we

brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.




Mutual affection: Tender affection for fellow
Christians.

» Romans 12:10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above
yourselves.

» 1 Thessalonians 3:12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow fo
each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.






The consequences of adding or not adding these virtues

» If you possess them: You will be effective and productive
in your knowledge of Jesus Christ.

» If you lack them: You are nearsighted and blind, having
forgotten that your past sins have been cleansed. You risk
becoming ineffective and unfruitful in your Christian walk.



The 7 Virtues listed in 2 Peter are not a road map of rules
or laws. He wants us to come after Him.

» John 6:28-29 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the
works God requires?”

» 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one
he has sent.”

» If you believe in Him, you will begin to be more like Him.



Love is the 7t of the virtues Peter lays out for us. It is th&
ultimate and ongoing resting place of following God

QUESTION: Why were the 12 Disciples of Jesus not afraid to die for
their faith?

» 1 John 4:17-19 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we
may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are
we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts
out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not

been made perfect in love. 19 We love Him because He first loved

us.




God wants us to reflect Him

» What we see in the Bible is a reflection of the grace and peace at
work in Paul and Peters life.

» There was a transformation that took place.

» Romans 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.



God’s Will for you in Christ Jesus

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 18 give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ

Jesus.







