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In the year 1988, when a variety of
“proofs” were published. This was the year
that brought us the little white booklet (3.2
million copies), with its distinctive red-letter
title, offering "88 Reasons Why the
Rapture Will Be in 1988.”



The Cry Wolf Fable — Quick Summary

In the fable, a shepherd boy repeatedly falsely
warns the villagers that a wolf is attacking his
flock. After several false alarms, the villagers
stop believing him. When a real wolf finally
comes, no one responds, and the sheep are
lost.

Moral: If you lie too often, people
won't believe you when you're telling the



e False predictions don’t negate a real
event. Just because people have
wrongly "cried wolf" doesn’t mean the
rapture isn't coming.

e Don’t confuse delay with denial.
God’s timing is perfect, and the delay is
actually mercy (2 Peter 3:9).



e Stay watchful. The Church must remain
alert, discerning, and focused—not lulled
into apathy by failed predictions or the
mockery of the world.

e Be the voice of truth, not alarmism.
Don’t “cry wolf” by setting dates—but do
faithfully warn and teach that Jesus will
return.



Why teach the doctrine of imminence?
Because it shapes how the Church lives,
serves, evangelizes, endures, and
hopes. A Church that expects Jesus at any
moment is a Church that stays awake,
stands firm, and finishes the race faithfully.
*Rapture of the church and the
inheritance and rewards after your
salvation. 2 things the enemy attacks
the most in your walk.






2 Timothy 4:3-4 NKJV " F

3 “For the time will come wheh they
will not endure sound doctrine, but
according to their own desires,
because they have itching ears, they
will heap up for themselves
teachers; 4 and they will turn their

ears away from th
turned aside to fabl ',’j_;j_;




John 14:1-3 ESV y & &
14 “Let not your hearts be
troubled. Believe in God; believe
also In Me. 2 In My Father's
house are many rooms. If it
were hot so, would I have told

you that I go to prepare a place

for you'? | /;




3 And if I go and preﬁare a
place for you, 1 will come
again and will take you to
Myself, that where I am you
may be also.”
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1 Corinthians 15:50-57 ESV™ -

50 “I tell you this, brothers:flesh
and blood cannot® inherit the
Kingdom of God, nor does the
perishable inherit the
imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you
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twinkling of an eye, at the ‘last
trumpet. For the trumpef will

sound, and the aead will be
raised i1mperishable, and we
shall be changed. 53 For this
perishable body must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal
body must put on/immeortality.




54 When the perishable puts on’ the
imperishable, and the mortal' puts
on immortality, then shall come to
pass the saying that iIs written:

14 4

“"Death is swallowed up in victory.
55 "O death, where is your victory?
O death, where iIs your sting?” 56
The sting of death 3 sm, and the
pewer of sin is the law. ==
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57 But thanks be to Goﬁ who
gives us the wci;er through
our Lord Jesus Christ.”




1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 ES&
13 “But we do not want you to be
uninformed, brotherg, about those
who are asleep, that you may not
grieve as others do who have no
hope. 14 For since we believe that
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Him those who have fallen asleep.
15 For this we declare to yoﬂ by a
word from the Lord.that we who
are alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will not precede

those who have fallen asleep. 16 For
the | | H; £ will d | f

Heaven with a cry o/command with
the voice of an ey =R
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archangel, and with the. sound of
the trumpet of God. And the d%ad in
Christ will rise fII‘St. 17 Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the
clouds to meet the Lord in the air,
~_and so we will always be with the
Lord. 18 Therefore/encourage one
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another with these words.” "+ .




I.The Rapture is in t‘ﬁe ‘old
Testament.
e Psalm 27:5
e Psalm 31:19-20
e Isaiah 26:20




Psalm 27:5 ESV ‘5‘. fi

“For He will hide me in His
shelter in the day of trouble;
He will conceal me under the
cover of His tent; He will lift

- me high upon a rock.”
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Psalm 31:19-20 ESV . ©

19 “Oh, how abundant is Your
goodness, which You have
stored up for those who fear
You and worked for those who
take refuge in You, Iin the sight
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20 In the cover of Your
presence You hide them from
the plots of men; You store
them In Your shelter from the
strife of tongues.”
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Isaiah 26:20 ESV ‘5‘. |

“Come, My people, enter your
chambers, and shut vyour
doors behind vyou; hide

vourselves for a little while
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II. The Meaning of “Ra’bture"
in 1 Thessalonians 4: 17.




The word Rapture is not in the Bible.

The word Bible is not in the Bible!

Rapture iIs derived from the Latin

translation “Rapturo.” The Greek

translation is “harpazo.”

1.Carry off by force.

2.To claim for oneself eagerly.

3.To snatch away speedily.

4.To rescue from the danger of
destruction.



III. The Rapture is NGT ‘the
Second Coming Of.ChI‘ISt




1 Thessalonians 5:9 Esf

“For God has not‘destlned us
for wrath, but to obtain
salvation through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”




Revelation 3:10 ESV . ‘5. f

“"Because you have kept My
word about patient endurance,
I will keep you from the hour
of trial that I1s coming on the
whole world, to try those who
dweII on the eart}w g
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-Rapture - Caught up in the air.
-Second Coming - The Lord JESUS
Christ puts His feet back on this earth!
-For every prophecy about JESUS’ First
Coming, there are 8 about His Second
Coming. The 260 chapters of the NT
containing 318 references to the
Second Coming of Christ.

-Rapture - 7 Years Tribulation - Return



1.The Last Days. (The 1st Coming to
The 2nd Coming of Christ)

2.The End. (The Rapture, The Great
Tribulation, and The 2nd Coming of
Christ)

3.The Day of the Lord. (The Rapture
through the Millenial Kingdom)
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IV. 7 Raptures in the Bible: ™ :
1.Enoch - Gen. 5:24; Hebrews ' 11:5

2.Elijah - 2 Kings 2:11

3.The Lord JESUS Christ - Mark
16:19; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation
12:5

4.Philip - Acts 8:39

~ 5.Paul - 2 Corinthians 12:2-4
6.Body of Christ - 1 Thess. 4: 17
7ZJohn - Revelation 4:1 —=a




Genesis 5:24 ESV 3»' a

“"Enoch walked with God, and he ETS

not, for God took him.”"

Hebrews 11:5 ESV

"By faith Enoch was taken up so that

he should not see death, and he was

not found, because God had taken him.
ﬁNWbeforﬁhEﬂNas%akewheﬂﬂas—
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2 Kings 2:11 ESV B &

"And as they still went on and
talked, behold, chariots of fire
and horses of fire separated
the two of them. And Elijah
went up by a whirlwind into
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Mark 16:19 ESV & &
“So then the Lord.Jesus, “after
He had spoken to them, was
taken up into Heaven and sat
down at the right hand of
God.”
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Acts 1:9-11 ESV W F
9 “And when He had said ‘these
things, as they were looking on, He
was lifted up, and a cloud took Him
out of their sight. 10 And while
they were gazing into Heaven as
~ _He went, behold, two men stood by
them in white robe;, :
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11 and said, "Men of Galilee,
why do you stand.looking'f into
Heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from vyou Into
Heaven, will come In the same
way as you saw Him go into
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Revelation 12:5 ESV _ & -
"She gave birth to a ‘male
child, one who iIs to rule all
the nations with a rod of iron,
but her child was caught up to
God and to His throne.”




Acts 8:39 ESV e ¢

"And when they came up out
of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord carried Philip away, and
the eunuch saw him no more,
and went on his way

rejoicing.” P
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2 Corinthians 12:2-4 ESV =~

2 "I know a man iIn Chrls! who
fourteen years ago was caught up to
the third heaven—whether iIn the
body or out of the body I do not
know, God knhows. 3 And I know
that this man was caught up into

paradlse—whether |/n/the body or




out of the body I do not know,
God knows— 4 and he heard
things that cannot be told,
which man may not utter.”




1 Thessalonians 4:17 ESV -

"Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up
together with them In the
clouds to meet the Lord In the
air, and so we will always be

with the Lord.” —




Revelation 4:1 ESV "

After this I looked, and behbld a
door standing opeﬂ iIn Heaven!
And the first voice, which I had
heard speaking to me like a
trumpet, said, "Come up here,
an will show you w at mus
take place after th’§.
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V. WHY IS THERE A RAPTURE AT
ALL? The reason for the”rapt’ure IS
quite clear. It . will come
specifically to make way for the
rise of Israel as prophesied in the

Old Testament. With the Church iIn
%presen%pesnhen%sraelﬂsanﬂe%
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Romans 11:24-26 ESV . &

24 For if you were sut from what
iIs by nature a wild olive tree,
and grafted, contrary to nature,
into a cultivated olive tree, how
much more will these, the

na__.tural branches, . be grafted
back into their o ot




25 Lest you be wise in your
own sight, I do not want you
to be unaware of this

mystery, brothers: a partial
hardening has come upon




26 And in this way aII“’IsraeI
will be saved, as it 3 wrltten,
“The Deliverer will come from
Zion, he will banish
ungodliness from Jacob.”




-The Church exists because of Israel,
but the Church does not replace
Israel.

-Israel and the Church are two distinct
peoples, with two distinct sets of
promises, and two distinct redemptive
programs.

-Church Age vs. Kingdom Age.



2 Thessalonians 2:7-9 ESV. &~
7 “For the mystery of lawlessness is

already at work. Only he who now

restrains it will do so until he is out

of the way. 8 And then the lawless
one will be revealed, whom the Lord
Jesus will kill with the breath of his

mouth and bring tc>/nothi;;gg(_":__l_:y the
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appearance of His caming.




9 The coming of the I‘5wl’ess
one is by the activity of Satan
with all power and false signs
and wonders.”




3 Reasons the Rapture™ Could

Happen Today: - SN

1.The Rapture is a signless event.
This is the doctrine of imminency.
It can happen at any moment.
Things may happen, but nothing
must happen. We must Ilive

prepared lives, ready to meet our
“-Lord and Savior atany ‘moment




2. The Rapture is a surprise
SHIprise

l’{

event. "




Matthew 24:36-42 ESV & -~

36 “But concerning that day and
hour no one knows, not even the
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but
the Father only. 37 For as were the
days of Noah, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those

days before the f}pod they were
eating and drlnklng,ﬁmar“‘“f*»%.‘




giving in marriage, until the day
when Noah entered the ar'k 39
and they were unaware until
the flood came and swept them
all away, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. 40 Then two

men will be In the/fleld one W|II
be taken and one'left. =i




41 Two women will © be
grinding at the mill; one will
be taken and one left. 42
Therefore, stay awake, for
vyou do not know on what day
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3. The Rapture is a §ud?den
event, "the twm‘(lmg of an
eye.”




1 Corinthians 15:52 ES\EL 1
& L]
“In a moment, in__the

twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, and the dead will be

shall be changed.”
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Titus 2:11-14 ESV o &

11 “For the grace of God has
appeared, bringing s%lvation for all
people, 12 training us to renounce
ungodliness and worldly passions,
and to live self-controlled, upright,

——and godly lives in the present age,

13 waiting for our bles




the appearing of the glory of our
great God and §aw0r Jesus
Christ, 14 who gave Himself for
us to redeem us from all
lawlessness and to purify for
Himself a people for His own

possession who are zealous for
good works.” /; s eae




Song of Solomon 2:8-10 ESV’ 1
8 “The voice of my beloved! B%hold
He comes, Ieapln%_) over the
mountains, bounding over the hills.
9 My beloved is like a gazelle or a
young stag. Behold, there He stands

windows, Iooklng/ the
lattice. .



i

10 My beloved spealé. and
says to me: “Arise, my love,

my_ beautiful one, and come
AVELS
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