


Illustration - The Tornado Shelter

Living in Oklahoma, everyone understands
tornadoes. When the sirens sound: People
don't run toward the storm. They run
toward shelter. Spiritually, Jesus is our
shelter.

*Turn to Isaiah 40 & Hebrews 12.



Proverbs 18:10 NKJV

“"The Name of the LORD is a strong
tower; The righteous run to it
and are safe.”



The whirlwind in Scripture is far more
than a weather event. It's mentioned 29
times. It is a powerful Biblical symbol of
God's sovereign presence, power,
judgment, revelation, and redemptive
activity. It appears at pivotal moments
when God is revealing Himself, confronting
sin, transitioning His servants, or
accomplishing His purposes.



Theological Summary - The whirlwind

symbolizes:

e God's presence — He speaks from it.

e God's power — He rules through it.

e God's judgment — He confronts sin with it.
e God's glory — He reveals Himself in it.

e God's transition — He moves His servants

through it.
God's sovereignty — He directs history by it.



Every believer experiences "whirlwinds” —
seasons of confusion, suffering, unexpected
change, or spiritual testing.

This message is not that every hardship is
directly sent by God, but that God is never
absent from the whirlwind. He can use
turbulent seasons to deepen faith, expose
idols, refine character, redirect our steps, and
reveal Himself more clearly.



Job 38:1; 40:6 NKJV
“"Then the LORD answered Job out
of the whirlwind, and said.”



Nahum 1:3b NKJV
“"The LoRD has His way In the
whirlwind and in the storm, and

the clouds are the dust of His
feet.”



Isaiah 40:28-31 NKJV

28 “"Have you not known? Have you not
heard? The everlasting God, the LORD,
The Creator of the ends of the earth,
neither faints nor 1iIs weary. His
understanding is unsearchable. 2%° He
gives power to the weak, and to those
who have no might He Increases
strength.



30 Even the youths shall faint and
be weary, and the young men shall
utterly fall, 31 But those who wait
on the LorRD shall renew their
strength; They shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run
and not be weary, they shall walk
and not faint.”



Isaiah 40 marks a major turning point in the
book. Chapters 1-39 emphasize judgment, while
chapters 40-66 shift to comfort and hope. God
is speaking to His covenant people who will

experience exile in Babylon. Israel felt:

e Forgotten
e Exhausted
e Defeated
e Hopeless



God responds by reminding them who He
Is before telling them what He will do.

Great principle: Right theology produces
renewed strength.



V. 28 - Know who God is. They had lost
that perspective. God is everlasting. God is
the Creator. God never tires. He never
says, I cant do this anymore!” God’s
wisdom is infinite. He never has a, "I didn’t
see that coming” moment.



V. 29 - God gives strength to the weak. He
gives strength to those that know they
need Him. God’s power flows toward
dependence. Weakness S not
disqualification. It's the doorway to God’s
strength. "My grace is sufficient for you,
for My strength is made perfect in
weakness." 2 Corinthians 12:9




V. 30 - Human strength always runs out.
Human strength has limits. God’s strength
does not.



V. 31 - Waiting produces renewal. The
Hebrew word means: To hope. To trust. To
expect. To remain confidently dependent
upon God. Waiting is active faith. It means:
I refuse to move ahead without God.



What happens when we wait?

We renew our strength. We exchange our
weakness for His strength.

We mount up with wings like eagles. Eagles
don’t create wind. They learn to ride it. Eagles
soar in storms.

We run without growing weary. God supplies
endurance during busy and demanding seasons.



We walk without fainting.

Interestingly...Walking comes last. Most of
life isn't soaring. Most of life is faithfully
walking with God one step at a time. Daily
obedience. Quiet faithfulness. Steady
perseverance. Sometimes the (greatest
miracle isn't flying. It's simply continuing to
walk with Jesus.



Big Idea:

God isn't just looking for people who are
gifted & talented—He's raising up believers
who are strong enough to endure,
resilient enough to recover, and
spiritually tuned to hear His voice.

3 Kingdom qualities for standing
strong in the last days.






Ephesians 6:10 NKJV

“Finally, my brethren, be strong
in the Lord and in the power of
His might.”



Joshua 1:9 NKJV

“"Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and of good courage; do
not be afraid, nor be dismayed,

for the LoORD your God is with you
wherever you go.”



Nehemiah 8:10b NKJ1V

“Do not sorrow, for the joy of the
LORD Is your strength.”



Biblical strength is not self-confidence—it
Is God-confidence.

God never told Joshua to be strong because
the enemies were weak. He told him to be
strong because God would be with him.

Strength isn't measured by how much
weight you can carry. It's measured by
what you refuse to let move you.






llustration: The Oak Tree

A mighty oak survives storms because its
roots go deep.

Storms don't create strong roots. Storms
reveal them.

Likewise, worship, prayer, and God's Word
are the roots that keep believers standing
when life shakes them.



Application:
Ask yourself:
e What is feeding my strength?

e Am I stronger spiritually today than I was
a year ago?



II. RESILIENCE - The Grace to
Rise Again.



Resilience is the ability to adapt, recover,
and grow in the face of stress, adversity, or
trauma. Often referred to as "bouncing
back", it involves mental, emotional, and
behavioral flexibility and is not a fixed trait,
but a skill that can be developed.



Proverbs 24:16 NKJV

“"For a righteous man may fall
seven times and rise again, but
the wicked shall fall by calamity.”



2 Corinthians 4:8-9 NKJV

8 "We are hard-pressed on every
side, yet not crushed; we are
perplexed, but not in despair; °
persecuted, but not forsaken;
struck down, but not destroyed.”



Micah 7:8 NKJV

“"Do not rejoice over me, my
enemy; When I fall, I will arise;
When I sit in darkness, The LORD
will be a light to me.”



Resilience is not never falling. Resilience is
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nack. God specializes in restoration.
failed. David failed. Jonah failed.

Yet God restored each of them because
failure wasn't their final chapter.






Illustration: The Palm Tree

Palm trees bend farther than any tree during
hurricanes. They look like they're going to snap.
But when the storm passes...they stand back up.
Why? Because flexibility keeps them alive.

Some Christians break because they're rigid.
Spirit-filled believers bend under pressure without
breaking because God's grace is working within
them.



Application:
Don't let one bad season define your story.

God writes comeback stories.



III. FREQUENCY - Staying tuned
to Heaven.



John 10:27 NKJV
"My sheep hear My voice, and 1
know them, and they follow Me.”



1 Kings 19:11-13 NKJV

11 Then He said, “"Go out, and stand on
the mountain before the LorRD.” And
behold, the LORD passed by, and a great
and strong wind tore into the mountains
and broke the rocks in pieces before the
LorRD, but the LORD was not in the wind;
and after the wind an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake;



12 and after the earthquake a fire, but
the LORD was not in the fire; and after
the fire a still small voice. 13 So it was,
when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped
his face in his mantle and went out and
stood In the entrance of the cave.
Suddenly a voice came to him, and said,
“"What are you doing here, Elijah?”



Romans 12:2 NKJV

“And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of
God.”



Every radio station is broadcasting. You only
hear the one you're tuned to. Heaven is always
speaking. The question is: What frequency
am I living on?

Fear has a frequency. Anger has a frequency.
Politics has a frequency. Social media has a
frequency. But the Holy Spirit has a frequency
too. Prayer tunes us. Worship tunes us. The
Word tunes us. Fasting clears the static.



Illustration: Radio Tuning.

If you're just a fraction off the correct
frequency, you'll hear nothing but static.

Many believers aren't far from God. They're
simply distracted. God hasn't stopped
speaking. We've stopped listening.



Putting It Together:

Think of these three qualities like a powerful
radio tower.

e Strength is the tower.
e Resilience keeps it standing through storms.

e Frequency allows it to receive and transmit
clearly.

If any one of those is missing, the withess
becomes weak.



The Church is entering days that will require more
than giftings and talent.

We will need:

. Strength to stand against compromise.

. Resilience to recover from attacks.

. Frequency to hear the Holy Spirit above the noise
of culture.

The strongest believer is not the loudest. The
strongest believer is the one who can still hear God
during and after the storm.



Closing Challenge:
Ask three questions:

1.Where do I need greater strength?

2.Where do I need resilience to get
back up?

3.What voices am I listening to more
than God's?



Hebrews 12:1-2 NKJV

The Race of Faith

12 Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of
withesses, let us lay aside every weight,
and the sin which so easily ensnares us,
and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us,



2 looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.”



Jesus is our strength. Jesus is our example
of resilience. Jesus is the One who still
says,

"He who has ears to hear, let him
hear.” (Revelation 2:7)

When the Church is strong, resilient, and
tuned to the voice of God, it becomes an
unshakable witness in a shaking world.






